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material is certainly to be found in the fort at Salwa but not
at Jabrin, and would seem to be of Miocene age. If Dhu-
waiban is a relic of the Carmathian occupation of the tenth
century a.d. or thereabouts, it is now, as we saw by their
signs, the abode of wolves and owls and hyenas. Man has
abandoned the unequal struggle with the desert sand.
Almost immediately after resuming our march we entered
the broad channel of a Sabkha, a band of salt-impregnated
mud about 500 yards across, which divides the Ghuwaiba
plain from the soft undulating sandy downs of the Mutaiwi
district. The head of the saline channel is said to be at the
wells of Khuwaira, whence it runs, roughly northward on a
winding course, to the neighbourhood of Jisha and Taraf on
the eastern confines of the great Hasa oasis. When I had
passed through those parts on my way to and from 'Uqair
there was a considerable lake or marsh to the south of the
route.
I now noticed that Zayid, who professed to know all this
country intimately, was diverging from the direct route to the
wells of Mutaiwi which I had expressed a desire to see. He
had indeed changed his mind with the idea of getting to a
desirable camping spot without delay, and I considered it
expedient to remonstrate very gently with him against any
change of plans without consultation. He declared that he
was not aware of my desire to see the altogether uninterest-
ing wells, but without a word changed course again towards
them. At the same time he sent the baggage animals straight
on to an agreed camping place while we followed the right
bank of the SabJcha channel for half an hour until we came
to Mutaiwi, two small water-pits, two feet in diameter at the
mouth and ten feet deep to the water level. The mouth of
each pit was protected by a structure of woodwork and
wattle, and round the wells is a wide circle of bare ground
liberally covered with the droppings of sheep. Khuwaira,
half an hour's ride due south from Mutaiwi, also has two
similar wells.
The afternoon being now sufficiently advanced, we drew
water—pleasantly warm it seemed in contrast with the chill
air—for the requisite ablutions and lined up on the far from

